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important investigations have been given, so that the Manual becomes at once 
a manual and a handbook of results. The directions for the conduct of the 
tests are reasonably full — full enough to save the tyro from many mistakes, 
although of course no book can give the full spirit of scientific work or prevent 
the bungler or slip-shod worker from falling into error. In the selection of 
tests the author has been most catholic. He has excluded no variant that 
seems at all promising, and has perhaps erred, if at all, on the side of admitting 
too many rather than by excluding any that may prove valuable. The tests 
chosen are, on the whole, those that can be made with relatively simple 
apparatus, although no sacrifice of accuracy to simplicity has been made. A 
complete list of the apparatus required is given and arrangements have been 
made with a well-known firm to supply both apparatus and material. This 
should add greatly to the usefulness of the book, particularly for those who 
have not at their disposal a fully equipped laboratory or are little familiar 
with apparatus. 

The author is to be congratulated on providing so convenient a work of 
reference for those more familiar with the subject at the same time that he has 
prepared a guide for the beginner in mental measurements. 

W. B. Pillsbury. 
University of Michigan. 

La Conscience de devoir dans V introspection provoguie. Par Pierre Bovet. 

Geneve, Kundig, 1910. 

This is a study in the psychology of ethics by the professor of philosophy at 
the University of Neuchatel. It forms the second stage in the execution of a 
plan which the author intends to complete, by publishing a treatise on the 
moral sentiments. The first stage consisted of a series of experiments made by 
Professor Bovet in the Geneva psychological laboratory. These were repe- 
titions of those already conducted by Messner and Buhler, similar to those made 
by Ach and by Michotte and Priim at Louvain. 

In this monograph, the author proceeds to discuss some of the results hitherto 
obtained. It must be taken as a report of progress and not as a completed 
theory. As the title indicates, it is an application of the experimental method 
to the analysis of the "sense of oughtness" or duty. Instead of relying on 
the independent introspection of the observer, the author employs a more 
objective method. The problem is to discover what happens in the mind 
when it is provoked from without, to know, feel or do, by what Professor 
Bovet calls la consigne or command (die Aufgabe of Ach). By studying these 
individual cases, the laws of psycho-ethical phenomena are to be ascertained. 
The command is given by the experimenter: the effects of the command in 
consciousness are reported by the person experimented upon. An essential 
element of the reaction in the consciousness of the person experimented upon, 
is not only that something is known, but that something has to be done. 

The first part of the book is devoted to a discussion of the nature of the 
consigne or command, as related to the experimenter and to the subject — 
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its acts and states, the accompanying images and the content of the command. 
The author observes a distinction between the "states" and the "functions" 
of the mind. The former are either "sensitive" or "cogitative." Sensitive 
states include representative images and feelings. Cogitative states are 
noises of impotency, knowledge, impressions and thoughts in the wide logical 
sense. 

Having described the nature ofthe consigne, the author examines the varieties 
of the consciousness of oughtness, thus stimulated. The idea of duty or 
oughtness may refer to the past, the present or the future. It may be the 
idea of duty obeyed or resisted, positive or negative. The feelings aroused 
in the subject by such ideas are noticed, particularly the relation of the agree- 
able or of the disagreeable to the obligatory. 

From the consciousness of oughtness, Professor Bovet distinguishes certain 
states which are closely allied to it — consciousness of will, inhibited intentions, 
consciousness of power, and of "having the right" to do. In conclusion, 
he discusses the consciousness of necessity, gu'ilfaut, as distinguished from that 
of oughtness. These two kinds of consciousness are alike in this, that in 
neither is the subject the author of the tendency which is experienced. They 
differ, however, because the consciousness of duty is connected with an accepted 
command, while the origin of the consciousness of "must " is obscure, being 
related to a mechanism foreign to intelligence and will. 

Archibald Alexander. 

La Priere, Essai de psychologie religieuse. Par J. Segond. Bibliotheque 
de Philosophie Contemporaine. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1911. — pp. 364. 
This essay is an attempt to make a strictly psychological study of prayer — 
to analyze the prayer experience as it appears to the person praying. The 
chief sources are the writings of the Christian mystics. 

In his Introduction the author discusses at length the various aspects under 
which the question of prayer may legitimately be viewed; gives his reasons 
for believing that prayer raises a specifically psychological problem, and answers 
various objections of sociologists, physiologists, dialecticians and experimenta- 
lists; defines his problem byshowingthe nature of prayer and its relation toother 
mental states of the Christian mystics; and explains his method of work. 
Next come four chapters upon (1) meditation, the essential characteristic 
of prayer, (2) aspiration, the ardent desire for the repose of meditation and the 
thrill of desire itself, (3) the feeling of a Presence, the unique prayer experience 
in which the self is conscious of something other than, and larger than, self 
alone, and (4) renunciation, the surrender of the personal self to the larger 
Presence. "The essence of the life of prayer — the goal of aspiration — is the 
complete surrender of self to the Presence, in meditation." And prayer is 
the central experience of the religious life. The active side of prayer is con- 
sidered in the chapter on "Mystic Soliloquy and Colloquy." Then come two 
long chapters upon "Prayers of Petition and Intercession," and "Collective 
and Ritual Prayers," rich in illustrations drawn from ancient and modern 



